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COTTON GIN EQUIPMENT 
JULY 1974 


There were 3,400 active gin batteries in the United States in July 1974, 
according to the Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Marketing Service. 
This compares with 3,600 active batteries in July 1973 and 4,300 five years 
ago. 

All but eight batteries were equipped with seed cotton driers and all but 

13 had lint cleaners. Most of the batteries had two or more stages of 
drying and lint cleaning. Over one-half of the batteries were equipped with 
automatic bulk feed control which regulates the flow of cotton into the 
ginning system. Approximately three-fifths of the batteries were equipped 


with bur extractors and stick and green leaf machines. 


In July 1974, over 800 gins had modified their flat gin presses to produce 
a bale that could be pressed to universal density and size. At the same 


time, 86 gins had installed universal density presses. 


About 85 percent of the active batteries had electricity as the source of 
power for gin stands. The remaining 15 percent were powered by either 


diesel fuel, bottled gas or natural gas. 
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